
 

Our vision for Religious Education 

The staff at St Mary’s strive to create a positive, caring ethos throughout the school which is closely 
reflected in R.E. The teaching of Religious Education should build upon, and continue the social, 
moral, spiritual and cultural development of pupils. Through an exploration of the beliefs and 
practices of Christianity and other world religions, R.E at St Mary’s aims to help children to 
understand their own beliefs and values and to understand the beliefs of others. As a Church of 
England voluntary controlled school, the R.E taught within St Mary’s will focus on Christianity but 
will also teach pupils about other faith communities in Britain. Children will be encouraged to 
reflect on their own beliefs and those of other religious believers, demonstrating tolerance and 
respect throughout their learning journey.  R.E at St Mary’s aims to accompany children on their 
individual spiritual journey and encourage them to think about life’s deepest questions as they 
grow into independence. The Christian nature of St Mary’s nourishes and challenges the spiritual 
and cultural development of all pupils.  

 

The content of our curriculum for Religious Education 

At St Mary’s, our scheme of work is a combination of the Wigan Agreed Syllabus (revised 2017) 
and a selection of units from the 2017 Blackburn Diocesan R.E syllabus. This is to ensure children 
have a broad experience of religious education and are able to experience a variety of world 
faiths and explore a range of different beliefs. Our scheme of work teaches our children about 
some of the main Christian theological concepts that are fundamental to Christian belief. Whilst 
Christianity is a high priority, children will also learn about Islam and Judaism across both key 
stages, and explore Hinduism in Upper Key Stage 2.  Our curriculum allows pupils to think about 
life’s deep questions and encourages them to reflect on their own beliefs and understanding of 
the world.  

In the EYFS, children will learn about why they are special and what makes other people and 
places special. Children will also learn about Christmas and Easter which are fundamental to 
Christian belief as both will introduce children to Christian concepts of incarnation (Christmas) and 
salvation (Easter).  

In Key Stage 1, children will continue to explore Christian beliefs and the important stories Jesus 
told. They will also be introduced to Judaism and Islam and will be given the opportunity to discuss 
and compare both faiths with what they have learned about the Christianity. Children in Key 
Stage 1 will also extend their understanding of Christmas and Easter and explore what it means to 
belong.   

In Lower Key Stage 2, children will develop their understanding of the Christian faith and other 
world faiths by exploring what makes some books sacred and what different people believe God 
is like. Children will also continue to explore Christmas and Easter and deepen their understanding 
of Christian theological concepts, as well as the impact of religious teachings on the world. 
Children will continue to broaden their understanding of different religious beliefs and traditions by 
exploring how faith communities are represented in our local area.  

In Upper Key Stage 2, children will learn about the five pillars of Islam and understand the 
importance of them to the Islamic faith. Children will also broaden their knowledge of Christmas 
and Easter and their importance to the Christian faith. Pupils will explore Hinduism and Judaism 
and conduct a line of enquiry into fascinating topics such as why do some people believe in life 
after death.  

 



Progression of skills and knowledge 

The R.E curriculum has a strong focus on develop children’s skills, knowledge and vocabulary by 
building on their prior learning. Through quality first teaching and resources, the staff at St Mary’s 
are committed to enabling children to develop their understanding of the subject. It must be 
noted that as St Mary’s is a Church of England school, Christmas and Easter units will be taught 
each year but with a slightly different focus to ensure a progression of skills and knowledge. This is 
to ensure pupils are aware of the importance of these events in the Christian calendar and their 
place on the timeline of Christianity. Both topics express the theological concepts of incarnation 
and salvation which are crucial to understanding Christianity.  

 

Inclusion 

Children will have the opportunity to work individually or in groups or partners depending on what 
the teacher considers appropriate based on the content of the lesson. Work will be differentiated, 
either by task or outcome to ensure that all pupils enjoy broad and balanced access to the 
curriculum in a positive and stimulating environment.  

 

Opportunities and resources 

The R.E coordinator is responsible for the monitoring and purchasing of resources and will ensure 
class teachers have access to relevant resources. Year 6 have the opportunity to take part in a 
series of Confirmation sessions during the spring term and Confirmation will be offered to those 
who wish to take it. There will also be the opportunity for visits from members of local religious 
communities to support children with their understanding of different faiths. The R.E coordinator 
will also seek out any relevant external enrichment opportunities such as visits to local places of 
worship.  

 

How we will know how well are children are doing in Religious Education 

Assessment in R.E is not concerned with assessing a pupil’s spirituality of their willingness to share 
personal beliefs or standpoints. Assessment focuses on learning about religion (AT1) and learning 
from religion (AT2). An explanation of these targets can found in the scheme of work. Children’s 
attainment at both AT1 and AT2 will be recorded at the end of each topic in accordance with 
school assessment policy for all foundation subjects.  

The R.E coordinator will monitor and review the development of R.E across the school and will 
conduct book scrutinies and learning walks to monitor the delivery of the subject. In addition, the 
subject coordinator will also monitor the subject in consultation with Head Teacher, teaching staff 
and governors where appropriate.  


