
 

Geography Progression of Key Vocabulary Grid 
 EYFS Years 1 & 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

Cross-curricular 
vocabulary 

 
EYFS 
Habitat 
 
 
Years 1 & 2 
Habitat, carnivore, 
adaptation, food 
chain, predator, 
animal, plant, 
camouflage, 
nutrition, calories, 
refining, vitamins, 
nutrition. 
 
 
Years 3 & 4 
Deciduous, 
evergreen, plants, 
adaptation, 
herbivore, 
carnivore, climate, 
condensation, 
hypothesis, Islam, 
habitats, 
environment, 
precipitation, 
annual, winter, 
summer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Geographical vocabulary 
Place, people, United Kingdom, 
England, capital, London, local 
area, street, town, country, 
island, temperature (hot and 
cold), sea, tree, wood, forest, 
buildings, field, road, living 
things, environment, similarities, 
differences, plants, animals, 
changes, season, spring, 
summer, autumn, winter, 
weather, thunderstorm, wind, 
rain, ice, snow, sunshine. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local area study with 
comparison 
North West England, 
landscape, settlement, physical 
geography, human geography, 
global, Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland, Great Britain, 
Northern Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, Tropic of Cancer, 
Tropic of Capricorn, nation, 
city, village, continent, ocean, 
Europe, equator, climate, 
tropical rainforest, landslide, 
motorway, canyon, mountain, 
cliff, geographical information 
system (GIS), map. 

North America study 
Tourist, North America, Atlantic 
Ocean, state, population, time 
zone, tropical storm, quality of 
life, reliability, peninsula, 
longitude, latitude, gravity, 
endangered, South America, 
hazard, precipitation, 
hurricane, evacuation, gravity, 
distance, scale. 

Climate change 
dry season, wet season, 
drought, life expectancy, aid, 
maize, rice, sub-tropical, 
territory, Oceania, bushfire, 
wildfire, natural disaster, 
heatwave, commuter, 
infrastructure, embankment, 
resilient, tidal surge, flood 
defence, ice cap, tundra, 
glacier, indigenous, global 
warming, mountain range, fossil 
fuel, methane, renewable, non-
renewable, wind power, 
geothermal heat, hydroelectric 
power, solar power, biofuel.  

Farming/food production 
Farm, dairy products, 
supermarket, pasture, grass, 
business, county, wood, 
hedgerow, lake, weather, 
average, temperature, growing 
season, sunshine, settlement, 
town, industry, airport, office, 
factory, railway, cathedral, 
aeroplane, trade, harvest, 
export, harvest, container ship, 
import, tropical, vegetable, 
locally produced, free-range. 

Climate zones 
Temperate, biomes, climate 
graph, drought, annual, 
savanna, hot desert, ice cap, 
grassland, moss, lichens, humid, 
source, mouth, convection, 
condensation, inhabited, 
adaptation. 

Volcanoes 
Natural resources, eruption, 
fjord, magma, evacuation, gulf 
stream, relief, earthquake, 
archipelago, geyser, 
distribution, pacific ring of crust 
mantle, refugees, core, 
tectonic plates, igneous, 
sedimentary, tourism, 
metamorphic. 

Coastal study 
Seaside, countryside, urban, 
rural, flats, sand, beach, 
pebbles, rocks, high street, sea, 
shops, road, street, heath, trees, 
wood, crops, farming, cliff, 
houses, hill, traffic, environment, 
pollution, resort, region. 
 

Change over time- local area 
comparison 
flood, natural disaster, 
saturated, derelict, borough, 
redevelopment, leisure, 
attraction, positive/negative 
changes, costs, benefits, land 
use, public services, satellite, 
aerial maps, mining, amenities, 
correlation. 

Fairtrade 
Merchant, commodities, 
manufacture, silk road, basin, 
depression, profit, domestic, 
international, route, brand, 
company, hectare, growing 
season, drainage, irrigation, 
plantation, small holder, 
wholesaler, retailer, cargo, co-
operative, sustainable. 



Years 5 & 6 
disease, epidemic, 
cholera, 
contamination, 
healthy, hygiene, 
medicine, habitat, 
invertebrates, 
molluscs, 
crustaceans, 
amphibians, birds, 
mammal, reptile, 
vertebrates, algae, 
indicator species, 
biotic, omnivore, 
herbivore, 
carnivore, prey, 
migration, food 
chain, 
photosynthesis, 
bacteria. 

Weather and climate  
fog, tornado, drought, cloud, 
thermometer, rain gauge, 
weather vane, compass, canal, 
solar, desert, blizzard, 
environment, atmosphere, 
valley, adapted, iceberg, sand 
dune, waterfall, jungle. 
 

Earthquakes 
Earthquake, volcano, latitude, 
longitude, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern 
Hemisphere, political map, 
evacuation, infrastructure, 
devastation, flood, search and 
rescue, epicentre, magnitude, 
Richter scale, distribution, 
energy, tsunami, plate, inner 
core, outer core, mantle, crust, 
fault, Alpine fault, homeless, 
refugees, wealth, eruption, 
magma, lava, rock, dormant, 
extinct, cone, vent, gas, cloud, 
Pacific, Ring of Fire. 
 

Rivers 
Source, mouth, course, 
channel, meander, stream, 
waterfall, bank, flood plain, 
river island, undercutting, slip-
off, slope, tidal, marina, spit, 
estuary, rapids, ox-bow lake, 
mill, hamlet, sewage works, 
agriculture, sea level, mud flat, 
ecosystem, hydrological 
(water) cycle, evaporation, 
creek, monsoon. 

Combined megacities and 
sustainable living 
Megacity, population density, 
high rise, scale, civilisation, 
employment, economy, 
migration, accessibility, 
communication, stock 
exchange, shanty, cost of 
living, smog, crime, congestion, 
urbanisation, sustainable, 
unsustainable, reusable, 
conservation, recycle, health, 
power station, lifestyle, energy, 
fishing, forestry, finite, infinite, 
waste, biodiversity, greenhouse 
gases, greenhouse effect, 
carbon dioxide, infrared, 
radiation, fossil fuels, glacier, 
government, charity, erosion. 

Mountains  
Hot spot, summit, sea level, 
planet, solar system, universe, 
tectonic plate, mountain 
range, Himalaya, Andes, 
Rockies, Alps, Atlas, Urals, relief, 
strata, fold mountains, 
compression, oxygen, 
atmosphere, blizzard, glacier, 
ridge, fossil, marine, geology, 
sedimentary, igneous, 
metamorphic, sediment, 
limestone, distribution, peak, 
silage, slurry, fertiliser, diversify, 
business tourist, profit, reservoir, 
elevation, impermeable, 
contour, hydroelectric, turbine, 
generator, pylons, transmission. 
 

 


