
 
 
 

 
Subject Rationale 

 
 

Our vision for geography 
 
By the time our children leave St. Mary’s we aim for them to have explored the 
relationships and interactions between people and the environments in which they live 
and upon which they depend. We seek to develop young geographers who are able to 
make links and connections between the natural world and human activity. Geography 
helps to prepare children for life in the 21st century with all of its currently unknown 
possibilities. Our school commits to ensuring every pupil at every stage has regular and 
appropriately challenging and engaging learning in geography, as informed by the 
National Curriculum. This will be done by developing pupils’ skills of critical enquiry and 
ability to handle and interpret information through asking and answering a range of 
geographical questions, exploring a variety of people, places and environments across 
the world. 
 
Content 
 
We follow the Collins scheme of work in geography because it provides children with a 
consistent, engaging base that builds upon learning across the key stages. Each key stage 
will access a variety of units that develop their knowledge and understanding of location, 
human and physical geography- in line with the National Curriculum expectations. Utilising 
this scheme ensures that our children are accessing a broad and balanced range of 
learning experiences. 
 
In the EYFS children will work towards their early learning goals and have a range of 
planned experiences and opportunities that allow them to explore the natural world in 
which they live. They will begin to explore patterns and changes relating to their daily 
experiences and begin to discuss the similarities and differences within these.  
 
In Key Stage 1, children will begin to widen their knowledge and experiences, focusing on 
local area studies as well as looking into the wider community. Children will explore, 
through a range of key questions, how food is produced, coastal environments, rivers and 
begin to compare and contrast weather patterns.  
 
In Lower Key Stage 2, children will build upon their early experiences and look in more 
depth at the local area, looking beyond the school grounds to the wider area of Wigan 
and our county, Greater Manchester, specifically focussing on changes over time. 
Alongside this, children will also be investigate a range of different living environments 
including Florida, a state within the USA, jungles, deserts and megacities with the aim that 
they will compare and contrast the vast range of environments within our world. Children 
will then begin to look at natural disasters.  
 
In Upper Key Stage 2, the foundation built within the lower years is expanded by observing 
and researching the impact that natural disasters can have on people. The children will 
focus in on climate change and volcanoes specifically, using case studies to support their 
learning. Continuing to look into the physical geography, children will learn about the 
formation of rivers and mountains, utilising maps and atlases to interpret the environments. 



Finally, children will utilise their growing skills of evaluation and justification to explore the 
purpose and benefits of National Parks and Fairtrade schemes. 
 
Our curriculum is heavily focused on developing not only children’s knowledge and 
vocabulary but their skills of communicating ideas. The expectation for our children is that 
they will build upon these core skills across the curriculum and apply them seamlessly 
within geography. 
 
KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Recognise 
Identify 
Describe 
Observe 
Select 
Categorise 
Classify 
Sequence 
Compare and contrast 
Recall 
Reason/ speculate 

As in KS1 plus: 
Summarise 
Synthesize 
Explain 
Demonstrate 
understanding 

As in KS1/LKS2 plus: 
Empathise 
Reach informed 
conclusions 
Make reasoned 
judgements 
Justify 
Apply 
Evaluate 
Critique 
Hypothesize 

 
 
Inclusion 
 
Geography aims to fulfil the requirements for inclusion by inspiring curiosity in the world 
and its people. This is done by providing an engaging learning environment that draws 
upon a range of high quality resources and experiences that foster children’s natural 
fascination with natural and physical phenomena. 
 
As a school we ensure that all pupils can engage with geographical learning and 
develop as young geographers irrespective of their race, cultural background, gender, 
religion, creed, level of intellectual ability or physical and emotional circumstances. 
 
 
Opportunities and Resources 
As geography in its nature is concerned with the world around us, visits and experiences 
are an essential part of developing children’s curiosity and growing understanding. Across 
the key stages potential opportunities are: 
 
EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Farm visit 
Local area walk 
Rock pool 
experience  

Amberswood local 
area walk 
Southport 
 

Local area walk 
City visits 

Museum visit 
River field work 
Mountain field 
work 
Local area walk 

 
 
Assessment 
In geography, assessments will be made over time basing evidence on a range of 
activities across the unit of work. The nature of assessment will vary between observations 
of children working, discussions with them and end products where appropriate. 
Assessments will be made with reference to the knowledge that children are expected to 
procure over the time, and also by the development of their geographical skills.  



 
Assessments will be made through physical notation against the key questions and skills 
that children will be working on. These will be dated and briefly annotated to demonstrate 
where and how a child has demonstrated that level of knowledge or skill. Over time, the 
level of the child will be indicated as in line or below the expectation for their year group. 
 
Monitoring 
The Geography lead monitors and reviews the implementation and development of the 
geography curriculum in consultation with the Headteacher, staff members and 
governors. Monitoring is done through a range of methods including: 
-Regular book scrutiny 
-Learning walks 
-Display and learning journey observations 
-Teacher observations 
-Teacher surgeries 
-Pupil voice surveys 
 


