
 

Geography Knowledge Progression Grid 
 EYFS Years 1 & 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

Locational knowledge Geographical knowledge 
To know that we live in Wigan 
and that Wigan is a town in 
Greater Manchester. 
Exploring the world around us 
through walks around the 
local community e.g. walks 
around the local area, 
Amberswood.  
To use the language of close, 
far away and near to. 

 
 
 
 

Local area study with 
comparison 

To know that geography is 
the study of how people 
and places are connected.  
To identify and observe 
familiar physical and human 
geographical features local 
to my school e.g. the Leeds 
and Liverpool Canal runs 
through Platt Bridge.  
To know that I live in the 
United Kingdom, within 
Europe and be able to 
identify and locate it. 
To know the four nations of 
the United Kingdom and 
their capitals. 
To name and locate the 
world’s seven continents 
and five oceans. 

Change over time - local 
area comparison 

To explain how some 
environmental changes are 
the result of natural events or 
deliberate human activity to 
improve the quality of life. 
To explain how an aspect of 
life in the local area has 
changed over time. 
To recognise how remote 
sensing by satellites and 
satellite images inform 
geographers of 
environmental change on a 
global scale. 
To explain the impact of 
environmental change in 
one threatened region of the 
world. 
 

 
 

Place knowledge  
 
 
 
 
 

Non-European country 
To identify the Equator and 
north and south poles. 
To compare my own 
location with another in a 
non-European country. 
To know types and key 
features of traditional homes 
in my local and contrasting 
area offering reasons for any 
similarities or differences 
observed.  
To be able to suggest 
reasons for similarities 
between a school/school 
life in my own school and in 
the contrasting location. 

 North America study 
To locate the United States of 
America. 
To begin to locate the 
world’s countries. 
To compare and contrast a 
number of peninsulas around 
the world.  
To compare the climate of 
the United Kingdom to an 
American state.   
To explain how hurricanes 
form and why they present 
such a threat to people.  
 
 

European country 
To locate the world’s 
countries. 
To compare and contrast the 
countries of Europe. 
To compare and contrast the 
physical and human 
geography of with our local 
area.  
To explain the key 
geographical features of a 
European country. 
To explain how and why 
environments have changed 
over time. 



Physical geography To know there are hot and 
cold countries. 
To know what animals live in 
hot and cold countries.  
To name and describe the 
four seasons, looking at 
changing patterns over time.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Weather and climate  
To know that the concept of 
weather is the changeable 
conditions in the 
atmosphere. 
To know there are hot and 
cold places in the world.  
To explain in simple terms 
why the temperature of 
places decreases with the 
distance from the Equator 
towards to north and south 
poles.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coastal study 
To know the main physical 
and human features of 
seaside environments.  
To identify, describe and 
offer reasons for the 
presence of pollution on a 
beach and explain how 
people can take greater 
care of the seaside 
environment.  
 

Climate zones - jungles and 
deserts 

To explain in basic terms the 
pattern of climate in the 
United Kingdom. 
To offer reasons for the 
distribution of different types 
of climate around the world.  
To compare and contrast the 
temperature and rainfall 
data in different climate 
graphs. 
To understand how climate 
affects both the landscape 
of different biomes and the 
plants and animals that can 
live there. 

 
 

 
Earthquakes 

To explain the causes of 
earthquakes. 
To describe the effects of 
earthquakes. 
To explain why the most 
powerful earthquakes in the 
world do not necessarily 
cause the most deaths and 
destruction. 
To explain why so many 
earthquakes and volcanoes 
occur around the Pacific 
Ring of Fire.  

Climate zones/change 
To explain why communities 
are being affected by 
changes in weather patterns 
associated with climate 
change and evaluate the 
impact on people.   
To understand why some 
coastal communities are 
having to make flood 
resilience plans in order to 
cope better with changes 
that are occurring in weather 
patterns and to sea levels.  
To know how and why 
countries around the world 
have acted to reduce global 
warming and how effective 
this might be.  
 

Volcanoes 
To explain how volcanoes 
form, observe the global 
pattern of volcanoes and 
give reasons for this 
distribution.  
To know what export, import 
and trade entails.  
To make a geographical 
judgement as to whether 
earthquakes are more 
dangerous than volcanoes. 
 

Mountains  
To explain what geographers 
define as mountains and 
understand how this can 
lead to disagreements. 
To identify, locate and 
describe the locations of the 
largest ranges of mountains 



in the world and the 
countries that they cover. 
To explain the differences 
between mountain ranges in 
contrasting locations.  
To explain why the mountains 
of the north and west of the 
UK are generally wetter and 
cooler than places in the 
south and east.  
 

Rivers 
To know how physical 
features of rivers change 
from source to mouth.   
To explain how the course of 
a river changes as it flows 
from higher to lower ground. 
To identify and explain the 
features of a river estuaries 
and why they are such 
important ecosystems for 
wildlife. 
 

Britain’s National Parks 
To locate and explain the 
distribution of the 15 National 
Parks in the UK.  
To know the common key 
natural features of the 
National Parks. 
To explain the features of a 
hill or upland farm. 
To compare and contrast 
National Parks in the UK and 
those in other countries e.g. 
Dartmoor with the 
Everglades. 



Human geography To recognise that all the food 
we eat comes from either 
plants or animals. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Farming/food production 
To know that a farm is an 
area of land and buildings 
where those plants and 
animals are produced. 
To know the main features 
of a dairy farm and how milk 
is used as a raw material in a 
wide range of dairy 
products. 
To understand what locally 
produced, UK grown, free-
range and imported means. 
 

 Combined megacities 
and sustainable living 

To describe the key features 
of cities. 
To compare and contrast the 
benefits and disadvantages 
of city life. 
To explain the distribution of 
megacities across the 
continents of the world.  
To explain what living 
sustainably means. 
To explain ways in which their 
lives at home could be more 
environmentally sustainable.  

Fairtrade 
To explain why the Silk Road 
was the most important 
trading route in the history of 
the world.  
To reflect upon some of the 
changes that occurred as a 
result of the movement of 
people and commodities 
along it. 
To explain why and how 
countries trade with each 
other. 
To identify the commodities 
that are most frequently 
traded and evaluate some 
benefits and disadvantages 
of trading. 
To know why the terms of 
international trade are not 
always fair for some 
producers of goods in other 
countries around the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


