
 
 
 

Subject Rationale 
 
 

Our vision for Art and Design 
 
We aim for our children to become enthusiastic, self-confident and expressive learners whose 
imaginations are fired up when engaging with Art and Design. 
 
We aim to create a learning environment where all children are given the opportunity to find 
enjoyment in exploring, discussing and responding to a variety of art, craft and design. Children 
are given opportunities to explore a wide range of materials, tools and techniques in drawing, 
painting, sculpture, collage and textiles. 
 
At St Mary’s we are committed to supporting children in being able to communicate what they see, 
feel and think about theirs and others’ art by developing their abilities to know and talk about 
elements of art- the use of line, colour, texture, form, pattern and composition.  
 
We aim to enrich children’s experiences and their understanding of the wider world by looking at 
the work of great artists, designers and crafters and art from a variety of cultures and historical 
periods.  
 
 
The content of our Curriculum for Art and Design  
  
Our curriculum equips our children with coherent and progressive knowledge and skills that 
challenges and inspires them to invent and create their own works of art, craft and design. Our 
curriculum has a strong focus on developing children’s skills, knowledge and vocabulary by 
building on their prior learning. Children will experience and explore variety of mediums and 
become proficient indrawing, painting, sculpture, collage, textiles. They will learn and apply 
knowledge about the elements of art- line, colour, shape, form, pattern, texture  
Our curriculum is designed to be inclusive and support all learners. Children will experience a 
variety of creative and practical activities. They will be taught the knowledge, understanding and 
skills needed to engage in the process of Art and Design.  
 
In the EYFS children will  
 
 
 
 
Key Stage 1 children will: 

• Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products  
• Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form 
and space 

• Know about the work of a range of artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences 
and similarities between different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work 

 
 
 



Keys Stage 2 children will: 
• Develop their techniques, including their control and their use of materials, with creativity, 

experimentation and an increasing awareness of different kinds of art, craft and design.  
• Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas  
• Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and 

sculpture with a range of materials [for example, pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 
• Know about great artists, architects and designers in history 

 
Our Art and Design curriculum will ensure that all children have the opportunity to work with a range 
of materials, tools and techniques, regardless of ability.  Specific tasks will be differentiated, as and 
when necessary, to meet individual needs.  
 
 
Opportunities & Resources  
 
 St Mary’s has a range of resources to support the teaching and learning of Art and Design across 
the school. Classrooms have a range of basic resources, with the more specialised equipment being 
kept in the larger store cupboard or individual classrooms. Children’s art work is highly valued 
and is displayed around school to a high standard. Visiting artists and trips and visits enrich 
children’s experiences in Art and Design 
 
 
Assessment and Monitoring  
 
Assessment in Art and Design will take the form of: monitoring children’s discussions; question and 
answers with individuals or groups; peer assessment and feedback by children in pairs or groups and 
comments about  children’s sketchbooks and final pieces.  Due to the practical nature of Art and 
Design, evidence of work undertaken by children can be in the form of teacher’s notes or as a 
photographic record. 
 
At the end of each term and at the end of the academic year, the children will be assessed against the 
St Mary’s assessment criteria for knowledge and skills, in accordance with the school’s assessment 
policy. 
 
The Art and Design curriculum will be monitored by teaching staff throughout the year in terms of 
their planning, teaching and assessment. Throughout the academic year children’s work will be 
monitored by the Art and Design  Lead to ensure standards and quality of teaching are high. 
Progression of skills and knowledge across year groups will also be a focus for monitoring. 
 


