
 

Art and Design Knowledge Progression Grid 
 EYFS Years 1 & 2 Years 3 & 4 Years 5 & 6 

Drawing -To know how to draw simple lines to 
make shapes 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

-To know the difference between 
different media- pencils/crayons/felt 
pens/charcoal/pastels and which 
would be most effective for their type 
of work 
-To know what to include when 
drawing a self portrait 
-To understand the difference between 
drawing from observation, memory 
and imagination 
-To know how to use a viewfinder 
 

-To know which pencil grades will 
produce their desired tones and 
textures  
-To know a range of facial 
expressions/body gestures that show 
emotion/expression 
  
 
 
 

-To know how to use 
shading/texture/line to represent 
figures/forms 
-To understand the difference between 
foreground and background  
 
 
 

Painting -To know about different types of paint  
-To know that colours can be mixed to 
make new colours  
-To name colours red, yellow, blue, 
orange, purple, green, white and black 
 

 
 

 
 

-To know red, blue and yellow are 
primary colours 
-To know green, orange and purple 
are secondary colours 
-To know how to make colours lighter 
(tints- adding white) and darker 
(shades- adding black) 
-To know when it is appropriate to use 
thick and thin brushes 
-To know the difference between 
warm and cool colours  
-To know which primary colours need 
to be mixed to create each of the 
secondary colours  
-To know which colours need to be 
mixed to make brown 
 

-To know where red, yellow, blue, 
green, orange and purple are located 
on the colour wheel  
-To know what colour will be produced 
from the colours they mix  
-To know what a wash is and how to 
create a background wash  
 -To understand how to work on 
different scales 

-To know how to mix the colours they 
need 
-To understand ‘mixed-media’ and 
show awareness of this in their work  
-To know about a range of styles of 
painting (e.g. abstract, conceptual, 
impressionism, futurism) 

Printing -To know that objects can be used to 
make marks, not just brushes/pencils 
etc 

-To know now the technique for 
printing with hard and soft objects 
-To know what a repeating pattern is  

-To know how to make a printing block 
-To know and explain the difference 
between relief and  impressed 
methods of printing  
 

-To know what overprint/overlay 
means 
- To know which materials will be best 
to print with and onto for a given 
purpose 
 

Sculpture -To know the shape of clay/dough can 
be changed using hands or tools 
-To know ways of joining materials 
together eg. glue/tape/string 
  

-To know some properties of clay  
-To know that clay can only be 
manipulated before it dries and sets  
-To know how to change the shape 
and texture of clay 
 

-To know the most effective way of 
joining materials according to their 
properties 
-To know how sculptures in the 
environment can change over time  
 

-To know how to use skills specific to  
clay work eg. slabs, coils, slips, etc  
-To know what a maquette is (small 
prototype sculptures) 
-To know ways of finishing work: 
glaze, paint, polish 
 



Collage -To know some words to describe 
textures (e.g. smooth, rough) 
-To know that different 
materials/textures can be combined  

-To know how to cut and tear types of 
paper and card to the appropriate size 
for their task 
-To know how the thickness of a 
material (e.g. paper/ card) will affect its 
ability to be cut or torn  

-To know the effects that different 
materials will have when collaged (e.g. 
add texture, reflect light) 
 

-To know how to overlap materials  
-To know and explain what mosaic is  
-To know and explain what montage is  

 

-To know the properties of a range of 
materials that can be used to collage  
-To know how to include pattern, tone 
texture and shape in one collage 

Textiles  -To know that wool is a type of textile  
-To know what weaving is and 
demonstrate the technique  
 

-Know how to thread a needle –To 
know some properties of different 
textiles 
 

-To know what running stitch is -To 
know what back stitch is 

-To know the technique of batik 
- To know how to use a range of 
sewing skills (e.g. cross stitch, 
appliqué, embroidery)  
 

Artists and 
Designers 

-To know about the work of artists and 
designers (talk about differences, 
similarities, comparisons between 
work)  
-To name artists that are a focus of 
study 
-Describe a picture created by an 
artist. 
 -Experiment with a technique that an 
artist uses. 

-To describe the work of artwork of 
great artists, designers and crafters 
such as Jackson Pollock, Paul Klee, 
Kandinsky (colour) Georges 
Braque/Pablo Picasso (collage)  
–To use work of artists such as 
Anthony Gormley, Louise Bourgeois, 
Jean Arp (sculpture) to create own 
pieces  
-To know about art from other 
cultures: e.g. Chinese block prints 
 
Consider specific works such as 
Richard Long’s ‘Mud Hand Circle’ 
(printing)  
 
 

-To replicate the techniques of great 
artists, designers, crafters e.g. Look at 
the work of David Hockney e.g. photo 
montages (drawing)  
 
-To create original pieces that are 
influenced by studies of great artists, 
designers, crafters 
 
 Consider the work of artists 
e.g. Ruth Daniels, Mark Quinn, 
Carol Simms (colour)  
 
Look at the work of artists who 
formed geometric abstract 
paintings such as Malevich, 
Matisse and Mondrian  
 
Introduce work by artists such 
as Marc Quinn, as well as 
sculptures from Aztec and 
Benin civilizations (sculpture) 
 
Consider the High Italian 
Renaissance period e.g. 
Michelangelo, Leonardo da 
Vinci etc. (drawing)  

-Give details (including own sketches) 
about the style of some great artists, 
designers and crafters.  
 
-Show how the work of great artist, 
designers and crafters was influential 
in both society and to other artists.  
 
-To research art from other cultures  
 
 
-Create original pieces that 
show a range of influences and 
style from great artists, 
designers and crafters 
 
For instance: Use the work of 
artists to replicate ideas or 
inspire own work e.g. Consider 
work by artists such as 
Cezanne, Derain, Van Gogh 
(colour) Look at the style of 
Fauve artists Derain, Vlaminck 
and Braque Consider the work 
of Seurat (pointillism –colour) 
Look at the work of artists that 
used monoprinting include 



 
Look at the patterns/ optical 
illusions created by OP artist 
Bridget Riley (colour) Abstract 
paintings by Picasso (colour) 
Use the work of artist Stacey 
Chapman ‘”car” and other 
images on the internet (print) 
Look at work of Henry Moore 
(sculpture) Consider work by 
contemporary textile artist 
Patricia Greaves (textiles). 

David Hockney, Tracey Emin, 
Picasso and Jim Dine (print) 
Consider work of Cornelia 
Parker (sculpture) Consider the 
work from other cultures e, g 
Asia Consider Georgia O Keiffe 
flowers showing use of line or 
William Morris detailed tiles - 
natural sources (colour) Look at 
cubist artists such as Picasso, 
Duchamp to show movement/ 
layering Consider looking at 
Pop Art to represent popular 
objects from current culture 
(Andy Warhol) Artists such as 
Claude Lorrain, Poussin, Jan 
Beaney and Annemeike Mein 
could be discussed as starting 
points. 

 

 


